Your Rights & Responsibilities

Applying for Public Benefits

Your Rights

e You have the right to ask for an interpreter to
assist you or you may bring someone to
interpret for you.

e If you are told you do not qualify for public
benefits because you are not a citizen or a
resident, ask for a supervisor and ask them to
look at All County Letter 00-07 (for VAWA),
All County Letter No. 06-60 (for U Visa and
T Visa), or at SB 1569. If you are told you do
not qualify for federal financial aid, and ask
them to look at Department of Education
Letter GEN-10-07

e You have the right to be notified in writing if
your application is approved, denied, or when
your public benefits change or stop.

¢ If you believe you were incorrectly denied
benefits because of your immigration status,
note the date you applied for benefits and
contact an attorney as soon as possible.

Your Responsibilities

e If you have applied for a U Visa or T Visa,
bring your 1-918/1-918A or 1-914/1-914A
receipt notice (Form 1-797C) with you in
order to show you and your children are
eligible for public benefits.

¢ If you have applied for a VAWA self-petition,
bring your prima facie determination letter
with you in order to show you are eligible for
public benefits.

e Always notify the agency you are receiving
public benefits from immediately if there are
any changes in your income, household size,
address, phone number, etc. and update this
information on all required forms.

LACL)’s mission is to secure justice for
survivors of domestic violence and sexual
assault and empower them to create their

own future.

If you need help or want more
information, contact LACLJ at
(323) 980-3500 or visit

www.laclj.org

Services provided in your preferred
language.

We welcome clients of all genders,
sexual orientations, and abilities.

Our services are free and
confidential.
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Public
Benefits

Available for
Immigrant
Survivors

e Have you been physically or emotionally
harmed, abused, or threatened by
anyone?

e Have you been pressured or forced to
have unwanted sexual contact?

e Have you been forced to work without
being free to leave or without getting
paid?

If so, you might be eligible for immigration
relief and certain public benefits
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U Visas

If you have survived a crime and that crime was
reported to the police, you may be eligible to
apply for legal status in the U.S. through a

U Visa.

T Visas

If you have been forced to work for little to no
pay, you were not free to leave your workplace,
or you were forced to have sex for money or in
exchange for food, shelter, or protection, you
may be eligible to apply for legal status in the
U.S. through a T Visa.

VAWA

If certain family members with legal status in the
U.S. have abused you, you may be eligible to
apply for legal status in the U.S. without your
abusive family member’s knowledge through a
VAWA Self-Petition.

U Visas

e  Full-scope Medi-Cal
e Cash Assistance (CalWORKs, GR, CAPI)

e State Food Assistance Program (CalFresh)

T Visas

Full-scope Medi-Cal

Cash Assistance (CalWORKs, GR, CAPI)

State Food Assistance Program (CalFresh)

Federal Refugee Benefits

Federal Financial Aid

VAWA

Full-scope Medi-Cal

Cash assistance (CalWORKs, GR, CAPI)

e State Food Assistance Program (CalFresh)

Federal Financial Aid

U Visa: You must have already applied for a U Visa
and present your 1-918/1-918A receipt notice(s) in
order to receive public benefits.

T Visa: If you are a trafficking survivor, you are
eligible for state and federally funded public
benefits even before filing your T Visa application.
However, you must be granted your T Visa in
order to be eligible for federal financial aid.

VAWA: You must present your prima facie
determination notice in order to receive state
funded public benefits or federal financial aid.

Receiving public benefits does NOT
prevent you from becoming a lawful
resident (getting a “green card”)
through a T Visa, U Visa, or VAWA.
Survivors of domestic violence, trafficking, and

other serious crimes can receive public benefits
without it harming their immigration status.

However, it is extremely important to always tell
the truth when applying for public benefits to
avoid immigration or other related problems.



Sus Derechos y
Responsabilidades al Solicitar

Beneficios Publicos

Sus Derechos

e Tiene el derecho de pedir un interprete o puede
traer a alguien que lo ayude a interpretar.

e Sile dicen que usted no califica para beneficios
publicos por no ser ciudadano o un residente
permanente, pregunte por un supervisor y digale
que mire el All County Letter No. 00-07 (VAWA),
All County Letter No. 06-60 (Visa U y Visa T) o el
SB 1569. Si le dicen que no califica para asistencia
financiera federal, digale que mire el Department
of Education Letter GEN-10-07

e Usted tiene el derecho de ser notificado por
escrito si su solicitud es aprobada, negada, o si sus
beneficios publicos van a cambiar o a parar por
completo.

e Si usted cree que sus beneficios fueron
incorrectamente negados debido a su estado de
inmigracion, apunte el dia que solicitd beneficios
y contacte a un abogado lo antes posible.

Sus Responsabilidades

e Si usted ha solicitado una Visa U o Visa T,
asegurese de llevar su aviso de recibo 1-918 /
1-918A o 1-914/1-914A (Formulario 1-797C) para
demostrar que es elegible para beneficios
publicos.

e Si usted ha solicitado una auto-peticion VAWA,
asegurese de traer su carta de determinacion
prima facie para mostrar que es elegible para
beneficios publicos.

e Aseglrese de siempre notificar inmediatamente a
la agencia de la cual estd recibiendo beneficios
publicos si hay algin cambio en su ingreso,
tamanfo de familia, direccion, nimero de teléfono,
etc. y actualice esta informacion en todos los
formularios requeridos.

La mision de LACLJ es asegurar justicia para
sobrevivientes de violencia domésticay
abuso sexual y empoderarlos a crear su

propio futuro.

Si necesita ayuda o quiere mas informa-
ciéon, comuniquese con LACLJ al (323)
980-3500 o visite www.laclj.org

Servicios proveidos en su lenguaje de
preferencia

Clientes de todo género, orientacion
sexual, y habilidades son bienvenidos

Nuestros servicios son gratuitos y
confidenciales
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derechos importantes.
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Beneficios
Publicos para

Inmigrantes
Sobrevivientes

Ha sido herida/o  abusada/o, o
amenazada/o  fisica o emocionalmente
por alguien?

Alguna vez ha sido presionada/o a tener
contacto sexual no deseado

Ha sido forzada/o a trabajar en un lugar
del cual no tiene la libertad de irse o sin

paga?

Si es asi, puede ser que sea elegible para las
siguientes visas y ciertos beneficios publicos.
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Visa U

Si usted ha sido victima de crimen y el crimen
ha sido reportado a la policia, usted podria
solicitar una Visa U para obtener estatus legal
en los Estados Unidos.

VisaT

Si usted ha sido forzado a trabajar con poco o
nada de pago, trabajar en un lugar del cual no
tiene la libertad de irse, o ha sido forzado a
tener relaciones sexuales por dinero, o a
cambio de comida, vivienda, o proteccién, usted
podria solicitar una Visa T para obtener estatus
legal en los Estados Unidos.

VAWA

Si un familiar con estatus legal en los Estados
Unidos ha abusado de usted, usted podria
solicitar una Auto-Peticion VAWA para obtener
estatus legal en Estados Unidos sin que su
familiar abusivo lo sepa.

Visa U
e Medi-Cal completo
e Asistencia Monetaria (CalWORKs, GR, CAPI)

e Programa Estatal de Asistencia Nutricional
(CalFresh) (“Estampillas”)

VisaT
e Medi-Cal completo
e Asistencia Monetaria (CalWORKs, GR, CAPI)

e Programa Estatal de Asistencia Nutricional
(CalFresh)

e Asistencia Financiera Federal

e Beneficios Federales para Refugiados

VAWA

Medi-Cal completo
e Asistencia Monetaria (CalWORKs, GR, CAPI)

e Programa Estatal de Asistencia Nutricional
(CalFresh)

e Asistencia Financiera Federal

Visa U: Debe ya haber solicitado una Visa U y debe
presentar su aviso de recibo 1-918/1-918A para
recibir beneficios.

Visa T: Si es sobreviviente de Trafico Humano, usted
es elegible para beneficios publicos estatales y
federales antes de solicitar a la Visa T. Sin embargo,
debe obtener su Visa T para ser elegible para
Asistencia Financiera Federal.

VAWA: Debe presentar su carta de determinacién
prima facie para recibir beneficios publicos del
estado y para recibir Asistencia Financiera Federal.

Recibir beneficios publicos NO le impide
convertirse en un residente (obtener
una “Green card”/tarjeta verde) si estd
solicitando la Visa U, Visa T, o VAWA.

Sobrevivientes de violencia doméstica, Trafico
Humano y/o crimenes graves pueden recibir
beneficios publicos sin que estos perjudiquen su
estado de inmigracion.

Sin embargo, es muy importante siempre decir la
verdad cuando solicite beneficios publicos para
evitar problemas de inmigracion y otros problemas
relacionados.



