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FOREWORD
It was not until January of 2017 that children under eighteen
years of age could no longer be prosecuted for prostitution in
California.  Now, both California and Federal law recognize that
minors cannot consent to commercial sex.  Rather than
prostitutes or criminals, the law was slowly recognizing that
minors involved in prostitution were the victims of sexual
exploitation. Further, it wasn’t until the following October that it
was then mandated by Assembly Bill 1227 that school districts in
California must educate their teachers and students on human
trafficking. 

This recent change in legislation highlights the sensitivity
required when approaching circumstances involving
Commercially-Sexually Exploited Children (CSEC). Not only has
the public perception of victims only recently begun to change,
the mentality of the victims, themselves, are at issue. Victims of
CSEC don’t often identify with the term “CSEC”, and often reject
the idea that they are victims, altogether. However, it is
important to note that even though they appear to consent to
the commercial sex act, any person under the age of 18 cannot
consent to sex. 

Children and youth harmed by CSEC are victims. They should
never be shamed or interrogated. When responding to victims,
use a trauma-informed, victim-centered approach. This is why it
is crucial that these children and youth are able to receive
support from every available corner of their lives, and why it is
necessary that attorneys and other professionals are aware of
the resources available for them. 

   National Center for Youth Law, CA Law Affirms: There Is No Such Thing As A Child Prostitute,
WWW.YOUTHLAW.ORG (Apr. 1, 2022), https://youthlaw.org/news/ca-law-affirms-there-no-
such-thing-child-prostitute.
   Cal Pen Code § 236.1(e) (2025); 18 USCS § 1591(a) (2025).
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WHAT IS CSEC?
 Commercial-Sexual Exploitation of Children and/or Youth
(CSEC or CSEC-Y) is the classification of crimes and activities
involving children or youth who have experienced commercial,
sexual exploitation. This guide is intended to provide an
updated guide for attorneys and other professionals who more
frequently come into contact with victims of CSEC. 

It contains resources available for victims of CSEC, as well as a
CSEC fact sheet. While this guide may be current as of August
of 2025, the unfortunate reality of CSEC is that many resources
quickly become outdated because policies, and even resources
themselves, change so quickly. 
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WHO ARE THE VICTIMS OF CSEC?
Children and youth of all genders (male, female, transgender) and
ethnic groups can fall prey to trafficking, and the average age that
victims are trafficked is 13 years old. There are a few identifiers which
are consistent amongst many victims of CSEC:

Homelessness or Runaway Youth, or an otherwise
unstable living situation

Children with history of drug abuse (themselves or by
family members), sexual abuse, physical abuse,
maltreatment, and abuse

Youth with history of violations (i.e., truancy, curfew
violations, or involvement with juvenile justice or
child welfare system) 
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Children and youth facing poverty or economic need

LGBTQ+ youth, disabled youth, immigrant youth
and/or non-English speaking youth

See https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en/human-
trafficking/recognizing-signs for more key demographics.

https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en/human-trafficking/recognizing-signs
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en/human-trafficking/recognizing-signs


RED FLAGS

Receives or has access to unexplained money, credit cards,
or other services that would otherwise be unaffordable for
the youth

It is common for these youth to frequently visit hotels or
motels

Tattoos, brandings, or markings
Signs of violence (i.e., cuts, bruises, or burns on the child’s
body)
Presence of an older “boyfriend” or adult who is controlling
in youth’s life, including messages or calls from older adults
Carrying weapons or drugs for a “boyfriend” or adult

Youth often refer to their exploiter as “boyfriend,”
“daddy,” or “manager”

Use of slang relating to CSEC
“The blade” refers to an area with a particularly high
concentration of commercial sexual conduct, and within
LA County, refers to streets such as Figueroa Street
(“Fig”), Long Beach Boulevard, or Sepulveda Boulevard)
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There are also a few indicators, known as “red flags,” consistent
amongst victims of CSEC:

See https://www.suffolkcac.org/what-we-do/seen/what-is-
commercial-sexual-exploitation-of-children-csec for more
indicators. 

https://www.suffolkcac.org/what-we-do/seen/what-is-commercial-sexual-exploitation-of-children-csec
https://www.suffolkcac.org/what-we-do/seen/what-is-commercial-sexual-exploitation-of-children-csec


AWARENESS

According to the Child Welfare Services Data Fact Sheet for the
calendar year 2024, 0.2% of emergency response referrals to the
Department of Children and Family Services were for exploitation,
specifically.  While this number may seem small, CSEC is a “low-
visibility” crime, and often underreported. 

The U.S. Department of Justice released a report  in 2007, highlighting
their efforts to create prevention and intervention programs, such as
the NCMEC, enacting federal laws that requires all Internet service
providers to report child pornography detected on their networks to
NCMEC, and the FBI’s Innocent Images National Initiative. 

However, there is still much work to be done. The report urges that
prevention may be aided by staying vigilant with the new
developments in technology that may create virtual images of
children in pornographic situations. Another suggestion, and one
which is more applicable to this brochure, is education. 

Children and youth should be educated about tactics used by
recruiters in order to avoid falling victim to perpetrators of CSEC. It is
also important to raise awareness of this issue and educate the public
about the harm caused by CSEC, and how this crime often flies under
the radar. Finally, parents should be educated on the warning signs of
CSEC, as well as how to supervise their vulnerable children, especially
in an era where even toddlers have access to the internet. 

  CHILD WELFARE SERVICES DATA FACT SHEET, dcfs.lacounty.gov (2024),
https://dcfs.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Factsheet-CY-2024.pdf?
utm_source=. 
  Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children: What Do We Know and What Do We Do About
It?, www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij (Dec. 2007), https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/215733.pdf. 

Why CSEC awareness is crucial to
prevention.
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS

Child Protection Hotline: (800) 540-4000
For urgent general abuse and neglect referrals,
including CSEC referrals. 
For cases outside California: (213) 639-4500
TDD [Hearing Impaired]: (800) 272-6699
Visit https://dcfs.lacounty.gov/contact/report-child-
abuse/ for more information. 

Child Abuse Reporting Electronic System (CARES):
https://mandreptla.org/cars.web/ 

For non-urgent reports of suspected abuse or neglect. 

24-Hour National Human Trafficking Hotline: (888) 373-
7888 

In order to connect victims with services and support. 
Visit https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en/human-
trafficking/recognizing-signs for more information. 

More Contact Resources:
https://dcfs.lacounty.gov/youth/sexual-exploitation/csec-
resources/ 

More Mental Health Resources: 
https://dmh.lacounty.gov/our-services/transition-age-
youth/csecy/ 

The Department of Homeland Security has also developed
an initiative, known as the Know2Protect campaign. While
it is important for youth to have access to resources, in
order to gain more awareness, adults and professionals
should also be aware of the dangers and warning signs of
CSEC. Visit https://www.dhs.gov/know2protect for more
information. 

https://dcfs.lacounty.gov/contact/report-child-abuse/
https://dcfs.lacounty.gov/contact/report-child-abuse/
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en/human-trafficking/recognizing-signs
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en/human-trafficking/recognizing-signs
https://dcfs.lacounty.gov/youth/sexual-exploitation/csec-resources/
https://dcfs.lacounty.gov/youth/sexual-exploitation/csec-resources/
https://www.dhs.gov/know2protect


HOUSING RESOURCES

This program was created by the Youth Development
Services Division (YDSD) of the Department of Children
and Family Services of Los Angeles County, and
provides financial assistance and services to eligible
youth, determined by an ILP Transition Coordinator. 
Please visit this page for eligibility:
https://ilponline.org/Eligibility/# 
Further, for any questions, YDSD can be contacted as
follows: 

Phone: 1(877) 694-5741
Email: youthds@dcfs.lacounty.gov

*In the email please let them know your name,
date of birth, how to contact you and what they
can do to assist you.

NOTE: The ILP Online website has various resources
available, including housing and education resources, that
are accessible by just accessing the website:
https://ilponline.org 

THE INDEPENDENT LIVING PROGRAM (ILP) 

06

TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PLACEMENT
PROGRAM - NONMINOR DEPENDENT
(THPP-NMD) 

Under the ILP, YDSD has also established housing
resources for youth. For individuals who have chosen
to stay in foster care after they turn 18 under AB12,
which is the Extended Foster Care Program, they may
be eligible for this program. 

https://ilponline.org/Eligibility/
mailto:youthds@dcfs.lacounty.gov
https://ilponline.org/


Visit this page for more information:
https://ilponline.org/Housing/THPPFC 

Email: thpp@dcfs.lacounty.gov

*For those turning 21, and in need of immediate, temporary
housing: 

Contact PodShare via Email: shd-
housing@dcfs.lacounty.gov 

More housing resources can be found on the ILP Online
website. 

https://ilponline.org/

Additional resource for youth in the Extended Foster Care
Program:

CHILDREN’S LAW CENTER OF CALIFORNIA (CLC) 
Peer Advocate Program

For individuals turning 18, but opting into Extended
Foster Care (AB 12), the Children’s Law Center
offers the Peer Advocate Program so that those just
turning 18 have guidance through the court system. 
Email: extendedcare@clcla.org 
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SAFE PLACE FOR YOUTH (SPY) 
This organization is a non-profit organization that provides
housing for youth, as well as other services, such as
Housing Referrals, food, clothing, counseling and support
groups, and much more. 

Drop-In Center:
                        2471 Lincoln Blvd.,
                        Venice, CA 90291
       Hours:
                       Monday - Thursday:  10:00am - 7:00pm
                       Friday:   10:00am - 5:00pm
                       Saturday - Sunday:  9:30am - 3:30pm
Website: https://www.safeplaceforyouth.org/our_solution 

https://ilponline.org/Housing/THPPFC
mailto:thpp@dcfs.lacounty.gov
mailto:shd-housing@dcfs.lacounty.gov
mailto:shd-housing@dcfs.lacounty.gov
mailto:extendedcare@clcla.org
https://www.safeplaceforyouth.org/our_solution


The LGBT Center of Los Angeles offers several services
to help LGBTQ+ youth, including those youth affected
by homelessness or housing instability. Services
include, but are not limited to: a drop-in center, case
management, housing navigation, and counseling and
support groups. 

Youth Center:
                           1118 N McCadden Pl.,
                           Los Angeles, CA 90038

Hours:
                           Monday - Friday:  8:00am - 5:00pm
                           Saturday - Sunday:  Closed
Website (Housing):
https://lalgbtcenter.org/about/locations/youth-center-
youth-housing/ 

LOS ANGELES LGBT CENTER
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OTHER RESOURCES
Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA)

For a list of youth housing resources specific to
geographic areas in LA County, please visit this
website: 
https://www.lahsa.org/portal/apps/find-a-
shelter/youth 

https://lalgbtcenter.org/about/locations/youth-center-youth-housing/
https://lalgbtcenter.org/about/locations/youth-center-youth-housing/
https://www.lahsa.org/portal/apps/find-a-shelter/youth
https://www.lahsa.org/portal/apps/find-a-shelter/youth


YOUTH SERVICES

Transition Age Youth (TAY) are specifically youth between
the ages of 16 and 25. Their website offers a variety of
services for TAY, including housing. Here are some specific
substance abuse and mental health services:

American Health Service 
Outpatient program for drug abuse recovery,
HIV/AIDS testing, and mental health programs. Drug
abuse rehab specifically available at the Palmdale
location. Free medical services for those who
qualify. Contact for eligibility. 
Phone: (661) 947-3333
Substance Abuse Clinic: 

                            2720 E. Palmdale Blvd., Suite 128-129
                            Palmdale, CA 92550

Hours: 
                            Monday - Friday:      6:00am - 2:30pm
                            Saturday - Sunday:  9:00am - 10:00am

Website:
https://www.americanhealthservices.org/palmdale-
california.html 

Antelope Valley Rehab Center 
Youth outpatient services, including mental health,
sexual health, and substance use prevention
services for LGBTQ+ youth. Contact for eligibility. 
Phone: (661) 940-3549
Rehab Center - Lancaster:

                           44900 60th St. W,
                           Lancaster, CA 93536

LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF
MENTAL HEALTH (LACDMH) 
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https://www.americanhealthservices.org/palmdale-california.html
https://www.americanhealthservices.org/palmdale-california.html


Group services for alcohol abuse for youth ages 16
through 19. Free services for those who qualify. 

Phone: (818) 760-7122
To find a meeting by geographical location, as well as
several other criteria, search using their website:
https://al-anon.org/al-anon-meetings/find-an-al-anon-
me
Website: https://alanonla.org/alateen/ 

For general mental health services, search for locations by
geographic area at the following website:
https://locator.lacounty.gov/dmh/ 

Al-Anon/Alateen Family Groups 
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https://al-anon.org/al-anon-meetings/find-an-al-anon-meeting/
https://al-anon.org/al-anon-meetings/find-an-al-anon-meeting/
https://alanonla.org/alateen/
https://locator.lacounty.gov/dmh/

